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QUICK CORRECTION OF QUIZ PAPERS 

A "home room" of seventy pupils and a program requiring me to 
teach twenty-nine of the thirty periods during the week forced me 
to seek a quick method of correcting quiz papers. I worked out 
the following, which I have now used in my Spanish classes for 
three years. 

Pupils have ready both pens and pencils, writing first with pen. 
I give perhaps ten expressions in English which are to be written 
in their Spanish idiomatic equivalents, each one to be numbered. 
I give these as rapidly as the pupils can write, usually in about three 
minutes. Then I say, "Every pen down. Take pencils." I have 
some pupil who usually does good work write the correct Spanish 
on the board. Meanwhile I am passing round the room with one 
eye on the board and the other on the class, making sure that no 
pupil has his pen in his hand. Each pupil indicates his own errors, 
and grades his own paper, taking off, of course 10% for each wrong 
expression. This whole exercise, including collection of papers, takes 
only five or six minutes. 

I have pupils correct their own papers because I find them much 
more interested in their own work than in that of their neighbors. 

They almost never skip an error because they know that if I 
find an error which they have overlooked, I take off 20%, (that is, 
10% for the original error, and 10% for the fault of omission com- 
mitted when they are checking up by the work on the board.) 

In order to have these tests done and corrected quickly, the 
material must be carefully selected. The content, of course, varies. 
Sometimes I give a vocabulary test of ten or twenty words, or ten 
idioms or ten verb forms, or five sentences on ser or estar, and so 
on. Most often, however, five questions are asked in Spanish, the 
answers to be given in Spanish. 

After entering the grades in my record book, the papers are 
returned to the class, and are disposed of in one of two ways, accord- 
ing to the content of the paper. 

I. Each word missed in a vocabulary test must be written 
twenty times. If a verb form is incorrect, that whole tense must 
be written out ten times, and so on with idioms, — and an idiom is 
either just right or it is wrong and gets no credit. 

To make the checking up of these corrections sure and a matter 
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of a glance only, all original papers must come in with their correc- 
tions. Originals are not lost because the first remark of the year, 
"I've lost my original paper," is met by "I'm sorry. Write each 
one ten times." So far, those lost original papers have been found 
most miraculously. 

This scheme may sound elaborate but it is done very quickly. 
To-day I checked up three sets of corrections for a class of thirty, 
and entered two sets of grades in forty minutes. In those three 
sets of corrections I found about three papers incomplete. Those 
will all be done over double the usual number of times as a penalty 
for careless work. 

II. Corrections of sentences illustrating principles (like the 
distinctive or personal a, or the subjunctive) must be treated 
differently. All pupils making errors in that kind of work come to 
me at close of school. They must correct the sentence given, 
indicate the page and paragraph in the grammar where that princi- 
ple is taken up, and write three or five original sentences illustrating 
that principle. 

The first correction scheme, that used in vocabulary, verb form, 
and idiom tests, I sometimes have checked by one of my secre- 
taries. In our school each of the fifty-two teachers has a secretary, 
one of the seniors in the secretarial course, who gives two periods a 
week to any clerical or stenographic work for that teacher. Because 
of my heavy program I have two secretaries, and I choose them 
from among my best Spanish students. These seniors enjoy doing 
this checking work and really derive a great deal of benefit from 
the review work it gives them. 

The whole scheme has enabled me to carry a very heavy program 
and still keep smiling. 



